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TO THE 
Reva, DEAN SWIFT, 


STIR, | 
| HE great Figure which 
you have made, as well iti 
your elaborate Diſcourſes 
on Trade, as in all Parts of polite 
Learning, encourages me to trouble 
you with this public Addrefs on the 
prefent Scituation of our Affairs; 
and I hope the Importance of the 
Subject, and the publick Spirit which 
you never declined to ſhew when 
your Country calPd, will plead . my 
Excuſe,” 

I am one of thoſe; Sir; who think 
it a Debt due to their Country for the 
mn. 4 Being 
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DEDICATION. 

Being which they receive from it, to 
be ſtudious of its Welfare, and to 
ſlip no Opportunity of ſerving it; 
and this has put me upon an Enquiry 
into the Trade of o Country and 
the Intereſt of England, with reſpect 
thereto ; the Reſult of which, I have 
ventured ro Publiſh in two little 
Pamphlets, one under the Name of 
Seaſonable Remarks, and the other un- 
der that of an Eſſay on Trade; the 
firſt was intended to clear a Point, 
which has hitherto been ſtrongly diſ- 
puted, viz, that it is the Intereſt of 
England to promote and encourage 
our Commerce in thoſe Branches of 
Trade, which don't claſh with their 
own, being fully convinced, that 
without ſuch a Poſtulatum we mutt 
in vain apply for any Eaſe or 
Advantage that way; and the ſe- 
cond was rather a Scheme of the 
Scituation of our Trade under all the 
Incumbrances of Engliſh Laws, with 
3 Tin ; {ome 


DEDICATION. 
ſome general Obſervations for the 
better Regulation of Trade in general, 
than any particular Diſquiſition of 
the Branches of our own inland or 
foreign Buſineſs, theſe being reſerved 
for other Eilays : Butas a juſt Senſe 
of your Ability and Inclination to 
promote the true Intereſt of your 
Country on the one hand, and on 
the other, a grateful Acknowledg- 

ment of our Obligations to you, have 
ſo fixed the Hearts and Eyes of 
every Iriſhman upon you, that with 
all imaginable good Reaſon, nothing 
on that Subject can obtain a Cur- 
rency amongſt us, till your Appro- 
bation has firſt ſtampt a Value upon 
it, and made itSterling ; ſo I hope you 
will yield to the Importunities of a 
Fellow Labourer in the Vineyard, 
(who tho? below any Compariſon, 
inferior to you in Strength and A- 
bility, is yet equal to any in the De- 
ſire to ſerve his Country) and do him 
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DEDICATION, 


the Honour to reviſe, amend or alter 
any thing you find amiſs therein. 

I have nothing in View, Sir, but 
the Publick Good ; and 1 ſhall with 


equal Reſignation hear you approve 


or condemn, for I am conſcious of 


own Inſufficiency, and ſhall be 
—— better pleaſed to ſee the true 
Intereſt ot my Country purſued, than 
to hear any particular Notions of m 
own, applauded or extolled : The 
Deſign if happily executed, wou'd 
no doubt be of uſe to the Publick ; 
and ?tis that obliges me to make this 
Sort of Application to you, ſince my 
Reſolution not to be known for an 
Author, wou'd not allow it in any o- 
ther Manner. 

?Tis true we are much crampꝰd in 
guy Trade, and under heavy Incon- 
venie encicß but that is no Reaſon 
ſure, why we ſhould neglect the little 
whic h remains, and by lo doing, owe 
2 great Part of « our Misſortunes to 

our 
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our ſelves ; that would be as if a Man 
ſhould go naked, becauſe he can't af- 
ford to buy Lace or Embroidery, and 
that wow'd certainly be looked on as 
a very odd way of thinking: But I 
will take up no more of your Time 
on this Head, and I leaye the little 
Tracts (ö which wait on you) to ſpeak 
for themſelves, 

But there ſtill remains ſo great a 
Blank on my Paper, that I can't for- 
bear begging your Sentiments for the 
Publick, on a Point or two more, 
Knowledge and Learning, are to be 
confidered in two Lights; firſt,as they 
are uſeful to the Common-wealth, 

and ſecondly, as they render the Poſ- 
ſeſſors of them agreeable and enter- 
taining in Converſation : The firſt, 

without doubt, onght principally to 
be aimed at; but it is highly proba- 
ble however, that few wou'd arrive 
to Perfection therein, had not the 
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DEDICATION. 
Deſire of the latter prompted to the 
Enquiry. 
| Wee enter on the Stage of the 
World vain, fond of Praiſe, and 


warm with Emulation ; when we are 


Children (Pris true) we think as Chil- 
dren, that is, our Thoughts are ex- 


erciſed about thoſe little Sports and 


Pleaſures, with which others of the 
fame Age generally entertain them - 
ſelves; but even here, a ſtrong E- 
mulation and a Deſire to excel, is moft 
conſpicuous in thoſe, who promiſe 
any future Figure in the World. Cys 
rus (if we may believe Herodotus and 
others) is {aid in this Station of Life 
to have play?d the King amongſt his 
Fellows, thereby giving a Specimen 
of that glorious Scene, which he was 
afterwards to act in reſtoring Liberty 
and Empire to his Country. Many 
other Inſtances there are alſo, of 
this aſpiring Conduct in Children; : 
but I muſt confeſs, I can't think with 

the 


DEDICATION. 
the Croud, that theſe Things were 
ſo ordered by Providence, as a ſort 
of Prophecy (if I may fo call it) of 
what was yet to come; for that wou?d 
be to invert the Order of Things, 
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and make the Act of a Child, the bo 
Conſequence of what was to happen Wed! 
in his old Age; I am rather inclined "0 
to think, that the great Actions f , 
Cyrus, and the glorious Revolution | 
which he. brought about, was the Mi 
Effect of that ſtrong Emulation and Wt 
Ambition, which in him ſo carlydif- WM 
covered themſelves, prompting him 1 
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{till forward from one great Action to 
another ; for there is Rill a plus ultra 
to Ambition : Our Deſires are boundy 
leſs, and there is no Satiety this fide 
of the Grave. HE 77 
If then Learning, Knowledge, 
and indeed every other ſocial Virtue, 
is indebted to Emulation, and if there 
is a Gradation in the Mind of Men, 
from lower to higher Degrees of Vis- 

tue, 
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DEDICATION. 

tue, (for as Nemo repente turpiſſimus, 
fo neither can we of a ſudden with- 
but Inſpiration become perfect in Vir- 
tue) then ſure it muſt be neceſſary 
in order to ſtit up that Emulation, to 
furniſh it with frequent Objects; and 
this leads me to conſider the preſent 
State of Converſation in our Coffee 
Houſes, and the Advantage which 
might ariſe to the Common-wealth, 
from making the proper Uſe of theſe 
padlick Meeting- places. 

At preſent indeed, as ſboon as the 
laſt Night's Debauch, and the La- 
bour of the Dreſſing-Room permits, 
we reſort to the Coffee-Houſe, call 
for a Diſh of Coffee or 4 Dram, per- 
haps we ſit down to Piquet, or more 
likely, ftrut about the Room, to 
ſhow a Silver Clock, a Topee per- 
fectly well powder'd, "fine Flanders. 
Lace, or a new Suit of Cloaths,whilſt 
eur Converſation is perfectly well a- 


2 to the Humour of the Place; 
"0 who 


| I 


DEDICATION. 
ce who ſells the beſt Orarige-Butter 
cc or Pomatum ? whoſe Topee was 


ce beſt powder'd at laſt Nights 


c Ball? who is the clevereſt Girl 
& in Town, and who the beſt na- 
tc tur?d ? Dogs and Horſes, make 
a part of the Diſcourſe, and e 
the graver Perſons, our Wives an 
Children; and it may be owing to 
this kind of Living and Talking; 
or to the Emulation, which the Suc- 
ceſs of ſuch a gay W and polite 
Converſation inſpires, that we are 


become fo fantaſtical in our Dreſs, | 
and foeffeminate in our Whole Con- 


duct, whilſt the Improvement of 
the Mind ts fo little looked after. 
Bur if at cheſe publick Meetings, 
the Converſation had turned upon 
the State of the Nation, or of Eu- 
rope in general, War and Peace, ani 
the Means by which they are to be 
governed, Hiſtory, Polite Learning, 


Trade and Commerce, and ſuch - 
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DEDICATION. 


ther Subjects, as might at once im- 
prove and delight che Hearers ; if, 
I ſay, they had made this their Rule, 
and poſtponꝰd their Family Affairs 
to their private Interviews, then our 
Coffee. Houſes wou'd be as fo many 
Academies for our Youth, where 
they might be ed. fied by the Conver- 
ſation of learned and knowing Men, 
or perhaps by mixing in the Debate, 
get the better of that Shyneſs, which 
1s ſo natural to ingenious Minds, and 

for want of being early ſurmounted 
by publick Converſations, very often 
deprive the Nation in its Senate of 
their Sentiments, who underftand 
the State of our Affairs better than 
many, that, with 2 greater Aſſu- 
tance to ſet themſelves forward in 
Debate, have much leſs Knowledge 
to ſupport them in it. 
Alas, Sir, with what Succeſs, 
can a young Gentleman go from his 
Cloſet to the Senate-Houſe? ene 


— 6 


DEDICATION. 
be learned in the true Intereſt of his 
Country, let him underſtand Trade 
and Commerce, let him have a poli- 
tical turn of Thought, yet without 
a Habit of expreſſing his Mind in 
Publick, how can he find Aſſurance 
to deliver himſelf in a full Houſe, 
where his firſt Attempt mult occaſi- 
on a uniyerſal Silence, and Expect- 
ation dreadtul to the firſt Efforts of 
an unpractiſed ingenious Youth? or 
ſhould he be able to break through 
this Form, how ſhall he recover him- 
ſelf from the Confuſion, into which 
the Reply of perhaps an impertinent 
Opponent has thrown him? 

A Habit of Speaking, is therefore 
as neceſlary for the Deliyery of our 
Knowledge in Publick, as Emula- 
tion is in the Purſuit of it; and if 
che Learned in all Branches of 
Knowledge wou'd reſolve to enter- 
rain one another at Coffee-Houſesqn 


uſeful Subjects, I cannot doubt but 
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DEDICATION, 


it wouꝰd be of ſingular Uſe towards 
the Attainment of the one and of 


| the other. 


I ſhall conclude this Medley with 
an Animadverſion upon the preſent 
regulation of our Bread. There is 
ſcarce a ſecond Week wherein the 
Meaſure and Weight of our Bread 
15 not greatly varied; what Propor- 
tion the Lord Mayor may think pro- 

er to keep between the current Price 
of Grain, and the Weight of Bread, 
Of whether he troubles himſelf a- 
bout that Matter at all I know not; 
But I know for certain that I go of 
ten to ſee a Cruſty old Gentleman i in 


this de and I 3 find him ei- 


. 


hities 
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aities to the Bakers (who are ſeldom 
honeſter than their Neighbours) tq 
impoſe upon their Cuſtomers, 

When the Size of Bread 1s in a 
conſtantFluctuation,ir is almoſt im- 
poſſible to tell by the Eye, Whether 
it be under ſizꝰd or not: And a poor 
Man, who buys, muſt therefore be 
under the Neceſſity, either to weigh 
his Bread or take it on the Bakers 
Word ; the laſt may not perhaps be 
ſo ſafe, and the weighing is expen- 
ſive, ſo that he muſt either pay te 
have his Bread weighed, or loſe for 
want onꝰt: In the next Place, tho? 
Fanulies are pretty regular in their 
Conſumption of Bread, in this City, 
it is almoſt impoſſible under the pre- 
ſent Regulation, for one to know 
whether he is well uſed by his Baker 
and Servants or not; and cho? they 
ſhould be all honeſt, yer the ſame 
Number of Loaves that ſerves this 


Week, may either be too many or 
| coo 
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DEDICATION. 
too few the next, and you cannot 
therefore fix you Conſumption to 
any certain Number of Loaves, nor 
for the ſame Reaſon to any certain 
Sum of Money ; ; ſo that there is no 
Standard in this Caſe to go by, un- 


leſs the good Woman ſtands con- 


ſtantly at the Door, like the Em- 
blem of Jüſtice, with a Pair of 
Scales 1n one Hand, and my Lord 
Mayor?s Bill in the other. 

This perplexd Method of Pro- 
ceeding in the Matter of the greateſt 
Concernment in Life, our Daily 
Bread, looks too much like a preme- 
ditated Deſign, to puzzle the Pub- 
lick, in order for private Ends; for 


it muſt be own'd, that every Man 


at Liberty to chuſe for himſelf, will 
take the eaſieſt way he can to go 
through his Buſineſs, unleſs he finds 


his Account in doing otherwiſe ; and 


it is as certain, that the Merhod 
which is uſed in London, of continu- 


ing 


ing the Bread always of one Size, 
and varying the Price only, accord- 
ing to the Riſeor Fall of Wheat at 
Market, is the eaſieſt and leſs intri- 
cate way, and the Concluſion from 
theſe Premiſes muſt neceſſarily be. 
« Therefore the Lord Mayor wouꝰd 
« do as they doin London, had he 
« not found his Account in the o- 
cc ther Method.“ But I am far from 
charging the worthy Gentleman 
who at preſent. fills that Office, or 
indeed many of his Predeceſſors with 
fo foul an Imputation; and I muſt 


DEDICATION. 


do them the Juſtice, to ſay that, 


tho? the Concluſion is natural, yet 
there 1s a great deal of Difference 
between the firſt Inſtitutor of a bad 
Regulation, and one who finds ic 
eſtabliſhed at his Acceſſion: The 
firſt is (no doubt) blameable, either 
for his Ignorance, or his evil Inclina- 
tions; and ſuch of his Succeſſors as 
have been applyed to, and refuſed 


to 
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DEDICATION. 
to reform (if any ſuch have been) 
are at leaſt as blameable as he; hut 
his pteſent Lordſhip is known to 
have all the Inc linations in the world 
to do good in his Station; and I hope 
the Honour of reforming fo great an 
Abuſe, in fo important an Article, 
is refer ved for him. If indeed it b. 
an Abuſe, which I refer to you, Sir, 
but it all Things I fubmit to your 
Judgment. And rather than injure 
the Publick, by taking up more of 
— Time in Apologies for this 
Trouble, L concindde 


- wy * » 
7 ® o ? x i * 1 
* 9 , a N . 8 
1 . 1 z 's g 4 * i p 
PR L.4 + - «4 F 
2 2 
. * n . 
* * 
x 4 * _ - % f \ 4 &- " 
* , . | S Þ 
> E * 
- * * 3 
+ 4 . 
s 
| 


War conſtant Agmirer, 


” £ : 
. & A 


* n n oF 


REPLY, &c. 
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Have * your Obſervations on 
my Papers, and I am fo far from 
being offended at the candid and 
free —.— in which you treat 
them, that 1 acknowledge the Fa- 
vour, as I ſhall alſo any future Ani- 


madverſions on them, | with which 


you oblige the Publick, 
My Deſign in the Marei is 


to ſerve my Country, any tho” I 
ſhould expoſe my ſelf b 


y the At- 


tempt, yet if the 1 is ſet on 
foot, and the Truth laid open, ei- 


ther by You or Me, or any other 
A 2 Per- 


In. — — = 
* 7 — A 
— 


8 


2 


— 5 


— 24 


* 


n 2 
5 N > mn ſs 7 * 22 8 * ? 7 9 N 
22 2 IE, e ; * 3 - p 
TT ES 2% _ *r 75772 = El 
2 228 2 "Aa. — 171 IE ERS — 


= 


2 2 TY 
nr 2 


TR, 
Ne 


1 TS TY 
— » — ICY 
PR 2 1 Wn 


— —_— 


DB, =— — P 2 

r ee: — — 2 . N WE 2 > * 3 
3 — ol = — 0 2 — * 2 5 

— — — r — 2 7 — — 2 — — — Lo - — — 

2 2 rd 2 pa a * > 
- 12" i289 * * 7 + * 32 o "= 7 


4 * 1 * 
r * 
* x Haq -*, Bf 
2D oo E 


- . TY A 
<E MS ES ou 2 
— 2 * - 
. Þ 


ow op, 
: X —_—_ — = — 
. . 4 
- * Ly X rol. I 
= 3 - : Ads 


” — 
—2 


- — 
— - 


1 48 4 
”; . 8 
2 45 P 

PR WH Gl 

4 i LF 10 * 

1 1 

«jp 4 T 

| 1.3): 

7 ier 

1 21% * 
OF? 
4.0 a 1 # 
11. 16 
5 * v1 
— #%y 1% 
þ 14; 
=_ * 

* Ut * o 

* a * 1 

5% i 

o . . 
* 

* e 
$4 [5g 94 1 
. * nt 
1 1 ty 

5 a 

* 4% 9; 
FY 14 * * ” 

Ld o % 15 
. We. 

* 

BL. + 
. oy Le * 
4s 1 3667) 
+ SELL 
was: 

413% 0 
.. 8 
15 | * 

, 2 

* ; 4 
* my 
A 

4 89 
M * 

2 9 4 
— - F 
_- a 
| - | 
1. ds; 

9 ſy * . 7 
1 * 
We 
Wt 
"y 44 - \ 

_..; 

4 R b 

1 

: 7 7 

Wi. 1 F 
Wo. 
53 on 9 
1 * 
. r 
* } * 
: ' 
= 
* ! 
52 
LY 
1 
8 
1 
1 
*. 
* N 


— = _ 
2 Y — = — — 
- 


— — — 
„ —_— . — 
— 7 


= 
> bY 0 8 . 
. 


— 


* 
SILLY 


3 


l — 822 g - = ITE rere - © 112iꝛ COTS 5 + wo 
N — 4 I * * uuns wt T * * * + . 7 2 = * — = ; _ * 
8 Ws: * . WA — * 3 l r tr I ay” >> 1 : > 2 CE _ "2; LEE n Col LEACH — 
7 — OO. n : n = — 8 4 w : . . 82 ” — 4 2 e. 54 2 7 * - FIR, RIS AA 0 * ; Bog Aa IS _ n * 1 
—— —— — — — — 9923 - to . * * -_— >< — CITES — y 4 * . 7 : a : 5 2 a 5 a 
. " , — — — W ——— — — — — — — — — — — — 
r A ³·. • ? V TOES ALS TY EY Tp EO A 1 * 1122 EY 2” = =26: 2 2 = —— . TRY —— —- — — ET — —— — 
— « * — * 5 — - 
. & 2 = 
— 


0 * * ** — 
AB een won 20 i * x. 4-< (ITE & a 
— 4 


RRR * 


2 * 4-) - 


Perſon, my Ends are EX; fo 
that for the future, Sir, you will o- 
blige me if you ſpare your ſelf the 
Tronble of Apologizing; and ſince 


for ſome Reaſons I am, i determine 


to diſcover my ſelf, I hope you will 
communicate, from time to time, 
Hat occurs to you on that Subject, 
in the manner you did this; I mean 
in Print, that your Sentiments ma 
be diffuſed through the Land, and 
our Countrymen thereby led into the 
Conſideration of a Subject, Which 
perhaps they may otherwiſe be incli- 
ned to overlook and neglect. 

I {hall not, Sir, 1 at any part 


of your little Book; it was moſt wel. 


comꝭ tome; and if Tattempt to an- 
ſwer your Objections, *tis not, I aſ- 
ſure yn, from any Fondneſs of my 
own Opinion, but in order to clear 
up thoſe Paſſages in my Eſſays, which 
F' was not ſo happy to expꝛeſs in a 
Manner to be r N you that 


wm 


my vain may be Judge of 
the Argument, and appłove Or con- 
demn on a full Hearing. 

And firſt as to the 8 of 
Wealth in Treland, fince the Era laid 
down, which was Ithink 1676. 


The firſt of my Papers was deſiguꝰd 


to ſhe ww how much jt was the Intereſt 
of England to promote and encourage 
our Trade, ſince it got by Us annu- 
ally on the Article of Ont-lyers,neax 
600, oo. for which Drain, I quoted 
the ingenious Author of the Defence 
of the Conduct of Ireland, Aa Gen- 
tleman to. whom next ty the immor- 
tal Draper, we owe our Deliverance 
from Woods"3 Half-pence ; and ſure 
no one wille doubt fo credible ; a [Fern 
ſon. ' 

And as to my ffintars of our. aa. 


pital, which 1 is what I wou'd be un- 
derſiood to mean in that Computa- 


tion; alas, Sir, I am far from boaſl- 


ing of our Wealth thereby: the In- 


duſtry 
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* 
duſtry of our Country is no doubt 
encreaſed, our People are multiply?d, 


our Capital is greatly enlarged, and 
our Gain on the Exchange of Com- 


modities, has been (I will again ven- 


ture to ſay it) conſiderable; but 
what avails all this, whilſt an un- 
profitable Iſſue of Money for the 
Support of Outlyers, eats up all our 
Gains, and leaves us ſtill ſtruggling 
with Want and Poverty at home? 
Inſomuch that had Virgil been an J- 
riſbman, and in our Circumſtances, 


he might have added another Line to 


his Hymiſtick, and ſaid fic nos non 


nobis. accumulamus opes, But that 


the Reader may judge of the Que- 


ſtion, I will give him an Abſtract of 
the Matter objected to. TIS 


I T have ſaid our Trade was incum- 


bred, that we were under heavy 
Drains, and we had but a very con- 
finꝰd Commerce, but that I could not 


therefore come into their way of 


thinking, 


(7) 


thinking, who wou'd inſinuate that 
becauſe we had all theſe Difficulties 
to wreſtle with, we ſhould not there- 
fore mind Trade or Commerce at all, 
but let that little which was yet left 
go to wreck ; and as I believe, Sit, 
you will agree with me, that half a 
Loaf 1s better than no Bread, I ſhall 
therefore take up none of your Time 
in a farther Explanation of what is 


{o obvious to eyery Capacity, nets 


ther do I think there is Occaſion for 
many Words to convince you that the 
preſent Value of our Capital, is 
pretty near 65,000,000, ſince you 
have ſo greatly miſtaken the Manner 
in Which I calculated to bring it to 
that Sum ; for tho? you are pleas? 


to lay, that in my Calculation I va- 
lue the Lands at 6s, 44. per Acre, yet 
it you pleaſe to look it over once 
more, you will find that E only rate 
them at 4s. 6d. per Acre old Mea- 
ſure, which Lcan't think by any 
: PE means 
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means an unreaſonable Valuation, 


ſince the old Plantation Meaſure and 


Strafford Survey, by which I procee- 
ded, is almoſt every where very fa- 
vourable, as I have hinted in my 
Eſſay, to which for Brevity, I refer 
you. But I mult (however) acknow- 
ledge my Obligation to you for ma- 
king the Objection, left the Enemies 
of our Country might otherwiſe per- 
haps miſtake my Meaning and con- 


clude as you do, That therefore we 
may afford to pay greater Taxes than 
we have hitherto done ; but let them 

conſider, Sir, that I write to a Peo- 


ple whom I wou'd allure to engage 
more vigorouſly in Trade and Com- 


merce, by ſetting before them the 


Acquiſitions we have made thereby 


within the Time mentioned: Let 


them conſider, Sir, that tho? the ge- 


neral Wealth of Ireland is fo encrea- 


fed, yet the Particulars are little the 
better, 'tis England only reaps the fo- 


(9) 


lid Benefit thereof: we pay them 2 
Tribute greater than perhaps any Na- 
tion in the World ever paid, even ig 
the Times of univerſal Monarchy ; 
for if the Money which iſſues on ac. 
count of Outliers be juſtly eſtimate 
at 600,000). Sterl. 200 if the Gain 
which they make on the Monopoly of 
our Wooll, and the Profit which ace 
crues to them on tlie Reſtrictions on 
our Plantation, Eaſt- -India, African, 
and Levant Trades, amount only to 
48 much more (which I am ſure is 2 
very modelt Computation) 1 what Na- 
tion in the World, even of twice 
our Extent has ever paid Io is 4 
Tribute over and above Taxes ? 


But it ſeems odd to you, Sir, chat 


the Value of our Capital Stock ſhould 
ericteaſe fo much faſter than that of 
England ; ind T think it will be pro- 


per therefore to lay the State of tlie 


Caſe, in that reſpecl, in a full Light 
before you. 
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*Tis true, by my Calculation, the 
Capital of boland i encreaſed ſix- 
fold, whilſt that of England is not 
encreaſed above four; for Mr. Da- 
venant computes, that in the Begin- 
ning of the laſt Century, the Ren- 
tal of England was but 6, | 
and that it might be purchaled at 
42 Years Purchaſe, or 7 2000, oool. 
But the ingenious Mr. Philips, I bes 
lieve juſtly too, thinks it may now 
amount to 16,000,000/. per Ann. 
and fell for 20 Years Purchaſe, or 
the Sum 3 20, ooo, oo. ſo that the 
Capital of Exgland has encreaſed but 
four-fold and a half, whilſt ours en- 
creaſed ſix- fold; and indeed to one 
that looks no further, that may ſeem 
very odd. | | 

But we are to conſider, that when 
the Capital of Exgland, Was compu- 
ted at 7 2,000,000/, England was in a 
very flouriſhing Condition. Heury 
the Seyenth, who died 1509. K 

18 


(11) 
his Coffers near a Million of Money, 
and the Nation enjoyed a flouriſh- 
ing and almoſt uninterrupted Peace 
at home for near 130 Years, viz. 
from the Acceſſion of Henry the Se- 
venth, which was in 1485 to 1603, 
when Queen Elizabeth the Darling 
of herown, and the Wonder of all 
ſucceeding Ages left this World. 

In that Time England was fully 
peopled, the Engliſh Navy was for- 
midable, Trade flouriſhed, and the 
Manufactures were applied to; in 
ſhort, they had made a conſiderable 
Progreſs in the way to Riches, their 
Hands were almoſt full of Buſineſs, 
and conſequently could not in the 
ſucceeding Time make a Progreſs 
proportionable to that of the prece- 
ding Age; for there is a Seaſon when 
a Country encreaſes in Wealth more 
ſlowly, nay when a Country ceaſes 
to increaſe in Wealth at all, and at 
laſt returns to Poverty and Indigence 
+3 ral | Ez  "_ 
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612) 
again, (as you may obſerve in the 
ſhort Account I have given of the 
Revolutions of Trade in my Seaſo- 
pable Remarks) and perhaps had not 
Ireland been in a Condition to fur- 
niſh England With her annual Tri- 
bute, our Friends the tother ſide the 
Water, might have long ſince expe- 
rienced this Truth; we muſt there- 
fore conclude. that England at the Era 
fixed upon by Mr. Davenant, had al- 
ready run a great part of its Courſe 
and was (if I may be allowed the 


Expreſſion) almoſt out of Breath; 
ſo that its Pace was ſlow and its Mo- 


tion heayy and ſolemn ; but if you 
conſider the Circumſtances of Ve- 
land in 1676, as they are beautifully 
deſcribed by Sir Wilkam Petty, you 
will find that we were then but juſt 
awaking fo m a Lethargy of Sloch 
and Idleneſs; there were few ar no 
ManufaCtures at all, and but here 
and there an odd Perſon in an auk- 


613) 
ward Manner endeavouring to ſet 
them on foot: The People lived on 
the Produce of their Farms, and 
paid their Rents in Kind; there 
were but. few Sharers in the Money, 
becauſe but few took Pains to ac- 
quite a Matter of which they ſcarce 
knew the Uſe, and even then in this 
Infancy of ours, he computes that 
600,000). was the Sum neceſſary to 
drive the Trade we we re poſſeſſed of. 
See P, 73. Poli. Anatomy : In this 
Time, I ſay, we were but juſt ſet- 
ting out, our Wind was untainted, 
our Sinews ſtrong, and our Courſe 
therefore ſwift, The Example of 
one thriying Craftſman induced a 


hundred perhaps to Induſtry ; for. 


there were Hands enough idle, and 
this is the Reaſon why the Increaſe 
of the Value of our Capital, was 
ſwifter than that of England in the 
{ame Tract of Time; but now our 
Hands are employed, tis only by 
| | pru⸗ 
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prudent Regulations of our Trade 
and Ind uſtey, by a watchful Eye to 
our Exports and Imports, that no- 
thing noxious ſhould be received, 
and 2 iſſue which detained, 
is yet capable of greater Improve- 
ments from Art and Labour : ?tis on- 
ly from theſe and the Encreaſe of 
our Inhabitants, that we have any 
Reaſon to expect an Encreaſe of 
Wealth for the future. 

But as to our Capacity of bearing 
greater Taxes from ſuch an Encreaſe 
of our Capital Stock, I muſt obſerye 
(as J have already done in one of my 
former Papers) that whenever a Na- 
tion in general has loſt the Ballance 
of Trade, or (to ſpeak more in the 
common Phraſe) whenever their 
Expence excceds their Income, from 
that Minute they begin to return to 
Poverty and Indigence, and that, 
(in the Caſe of a People in general) 
not in the flow Manner they * 
- re 


(15) 
red their Riches, but all of a ſud» 
den; the Ballance of our Loſs muſt 
be paid in Money; and if a Million 
of jb. circulating in our Coutie 
try, is What gives a high Price to 
Land, and all our other GCommodis 
ties, what wou'd be the Caſe if we 
ſhou'd ceaſe to gain by Trade even 
for one Year? the very. Rents of 
our Outliers for that Year, paid out 
of our circulating Caſh, wouꝰd ſure 
priſingly reyes the Value of our 
Capital; But to put the Queſtian 
in Figures, If 17000 00 cireula- 
ting Caſh, raiſes the Value of 
land to $56,000,000, What will tha 
Loſs of 300, oo0l. reduce it to? ani 
if vice verſa 500, oo0l. of that Sum 
which is now annually drainꝰd away 
by Outlyers, were ſpent at home, 
and ſuffer'd to circulate and diffuſe 
it ſelf amongſt our Manufactures 
and working People; then indeed 1 
wont ſay but we might be able (more 


ef⸗ 
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effectually than we can at preſent) 
to ſhow that Zeal with which out 
Hearts have long glowed for the Ho- 
nour of His ſacred Majeſty, for 
His illuſttious and Royal Family, 
and for the Safety and Welfare of 
_ Great-Brittain in general; but till 
then, we have only our Wiſhes to 
add to a Load of Taxes, under which 
nothing but ſuch a glowing Zeal 
could ſupport us; 
And now, Sir, it will be propet 
to conſider what our Scituation, in 
reſpect to the general Ballance of 
Trade may be; and this leads me to 
an Anticipation of your laſt Obje⸗ 
Gon, which falls I think more pro- 
per'y here, than in Order as you' 
I (55505 TORN 
And firſt, Sir, I muſt explain to 
you a little Table, which is at the 
End of my Eſſay, which I fear 1 
did not do before, or at leaſt did 
not do in fo full a — 

— Ta That 


( 
That Table, Sir, 
from the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, of the 
Exportations and Imporcarions of 
Ireland, for the Year ending Lady-day 
1725. according to the ſelling Price 
in our Markets, and N08 may rely 
upon the Authority of it. 
By that Table our Exportations 
are 1,053,782. and our Importati- 
ons 819,75 14. which makes the Bal- 
lance in our Favour; at the ſelling. 
Price in our Markets; only 234502 10. 
and you may ſay therefore, * what 
| kind of Arithmetick, can 500, O00. 
be paid by 23 4,0211 5 The Queſtion 
is Unanſwerable, unleſs you will 
have Recourſe to the Rules ſetdown 
in the Beginning of my Eſſay, for 
the ſtating of our publick Accounts. 
Tou will be pleaſed to obſerye 
chen, Sir, that the above 234 4021. 
is tlie Ballance only at the ſelling 
Price in our Markets, and that N 
Sum or other miſt be fixed upon as 
7D, C | a 
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a reaſonable Medium, at which to 
eſtimate the Merchants Freight, Ex- 
pence and Profit, of elſe we ball ne- 
ver truly ſtate the Account. 1 have 
ſaid that in England that Sum is ge- 
nerally eſtimated at 2 5. per Cent. 
but Iam far from fixing dogmatical- 
ly upon that Sum; I only ſaid, per- 
haps 1t may be pretty near that Sum | 
here; and cho? what you have ob- 
ſerved touching the Eaſl- India, Af 
rican, and Levant Trades, which we 
fhare but little in, ſeems to be a very 
great Weight in the Account; yet 
if we conſider the Differente in out 
Intereſt of Money (Which is an E- 
vil of the firſt Concoction) and the 
Cheapneſs of our Navigation, the 
low Price at homeof the Commodi- 
ries exported by us, and the Price had 
for them at Market; and if you will 
conſider at the ſame time how ſmall 
2 Proportion the Sums employ'd in 
thoſe Trades, are in reſpect to the 
| ex- 
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extended Commerce of England in 
general, I can*t think we have Rea- 
{on to deduct any thing from the 2 5 
per Cent, for as to our Meſt- India Trade, 
it is quite out of the Caſe, and ra- 
ther makes againſt, than for your Ob- 
ſervation, becauſe the Difhculties 
under which we lie in that. Trade, 
muſt neceſſarily raiſe our Merchants 
Expence above the Engliſh Mer- 
chants j but ſuppoſe however, that 
2 2 per Cent, may be a reaſonable Mes» 
dium, at which to eſtimate the Mer- 
chants Freight, Expence and Profit, 
and ſnppoſe that one half of the 
whole Trade is managed by Natives, 
then the Account will {tand thus, 
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Exported at the Og * PAY 
Price in our Markets, >1,053,782 
to the Value of ©: Wh 

To which we muſt add}. 
221, per Cent. for the| 
Freight, Expence and | 
Profit, of that half f 115,916 
thereof, which is tran- 
ſacted by our ſelves 
Or about 5 I. 


And then our Ex orts) 
will ſell for * 95169,598 


our Markets for 8 19,761 


And from this we muſt 
deduct 22 per Cent. for 
the Freight, dee, 
and Profit, of ſo muchf 99,173 
as we tranſact our; 
elves, or about 

Then our Imports) will 
ſtand us un :. 

Which leaves for our 
Na tional C Gain Yeply 


4 * ; £ 


But if we bo our Ovelyara annu- 
1 600 ,oool. then ourcirculating 
Caſh muſt be Yearly diminiſhed 
159,890. which is a very melanchol 
Story, and far from inviting — 
Neighbours to a new Taxation, ought 
to be a Warning to our Nobility and 
Gentry to ſpend a Part of their Rents 
at Home, before an unayoidable Ne- 
ceſſity obliges them to a conſtant Re- 
ſidence. 

This, Sir, was a Secret I did not 
care to diſcloſe till a fitter Opportu- 
nity, hag not your Obſervations on 
my Papers, made it neceſſary in my 
own Defence; and I hope our Friends 
tꝰother ſide the Water will take the 
proper Notice of it, and in Time 
procure us an Eaſe in thoſe Branches 
of Trade, which don't claſh with 
their own,in order to furniſh us with 
an Opportunity to labour ſucceſsful- 
1 f for chews ang be Ri inſtrumen- 
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(92) 
tal in the Grandeur and Proſperity 
of Great Britain. 

1 muſt ſay, Sir, that there is ſcarce 
any one Article of our Buſineſs, re- 
quires ſo nice a Scrutiny as the very 
Matter we have been treating of ; for 
if the Freight, Expence and Profit, 
is rated at too high a Medium, we 
then greatly deceive our ſelves, and 
(by imagining a greater Treaſure than 
we really poſſeſs) run perhaps, either 
into a ſupine Neglect of our Affairs, 
or an Expence which our Trade is 

not able to bear; whiiſt the ſtriking 
too low a Medium on the t*other 
hand, either in the general Trade of 
the Nation, or in that of particular 
Branches thereof, may) throw us in- 
to a Deſpair as dangerous, or lead us 
into wrong Judgments, with Relation 
to our particular Trades; ſo that, 
Sir, the Matter requires a very ſerious 
Diſcuſſion, and it will be proper (in 
order to form a right Judgment thete- 
on) 


023) 
on) carefully to inſpect the Cuſtom- 
houſe Books, to know how much of 
our Trade is manag'd by Natives, 
and how much by Foreigners, what 
Iriſh Built Shipping and what Fo- 
teign, or even Engliſh Shipping, are 
employ?d in each particular Branch 
of Trade; what Freight, Expence, 
and Profit, may reaſonably be al- 
low'd on each Branch; and when 
that is done, a Medium may ſoon 
be ſtruck, on which we may ſafely 
rely; and in this, Sir, as well as in 
all other Branches of aur Trade and 
Induſtry, your Aſſiſtance, and that 
of all the Gentlemen of my Couns 
eee, by a Lin 


* &A- %&P + 


Author of Seaſonable Remarks ; and. 


ſuch Ad vice and Aſſiſtance ſhall grate= 
fully be acknowledg d to the Publick. 
As to that Part of your Paper, 
which reflects on my Calculation of 
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of our 1 pe and Fe ; tis by 
them J govern'd my ſelf, and until 


Smuglers are pleaſed to give us an E- 
ſtimate of their clande 


ine running 
ot Goods, there can be no bette! 
Guide; but eren in that caſe, pray 
conſider on What fide the Ballarice 
would r 

I believe it will be proper before I 
uche this Paper, to explain tlie 
Miſtake, into which the Courſe of 
Exchange has led you. 

In the Dealings between oneCoun- 
ery and another, ſo long as their 
Trade is on an equal Ballance, that is 
to ſay, whilft the Commodities ex- 
changed are of equal Value, ſo long 
will the Exchange of Money be on 


the Par ; . Men may always 
r be 


n 
be found who wou'd make the Ex- 
change for their own Conveniency. 

But when one Country requires 
more Wares from the other, chan is 


ſufficient to pay the Ballance of their 
Dealings, their Surplus muſt be paid 


or in Money, and the Receiver of 
the Money having no Occaſion to 
lay out this Surplus, is under a Ne- 
ceſlity to draw it home ; but being 
loath to riſque the Dangers and 
Troubles of the Carriage, he per- 
haps looks out fora Perſon; who has 
fo much at Home in his own Coun- 


try, and makes an Exchange with 
him, and the Difference exacted on 


the Exchange is what we call Ex- 
change. > 

Now, Sir, the mutual Loſs and 
Gain of Nations, has for the above 
Reaſon made the Exchange of Mo- 
ney a diſtinct Trade; and the Ex- 
changer therefore makes it his Bufi- 
neſs to diſcoyer the Diſad vantage or 

| D Gain 
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Gain of all Countries, with reſpect 
to each other, and accordingly ſends 
out his Money to one Part of the 
World, from thence to another, 
where perhaps ?tis as much wanted, 
and ſo travels it in a Circle of Gain, 
till he draws it Home from ſome 
Country, to Which his is Loſer, in 
order to ſend it out on other Expe- 
ditions. OED 

And the Merchant often taking 
Example by him (when his Occaſi- 
ons require a Sum of Money in a 
Country, to which the direct Ex- 
change from his, wouꝰd be at a great 
Diſadvantage) orders his Affairs fo, 
as to convey it to a fitting Station, 
from whence to remit 1t with Gain 
to the Place where his Occaſions re- 
quire it. 

But the French Merchant finding 
that Ireland is Loſer by none of its 
Dealings, or at leaſt not in ſo great 
a3 Degree as in that with England, 
when⸗ 


_ Oy 
whenever he has Occaſion for our 


Commodities, takes care to have 
provided in London fo much as will 


anſwer our Demands for them, and 


from thence remits us our Debt with 
conſiderable Advantage to himſelf ; 
and this is the Reaſon, Sir, why 
there is ſcarce any Remittances made 
directly from France to Ireland, _ 

Give me leave, Sir, to wonder 
that a Perſon fo well verſed in the 
Affairs of our Country, and ſo ſan- 
guine in its Cauſe, ſhould diſguiſe 
our Number of Inhabitants ; chat 
is a Wealch which our Neighbours 
the tother ſide of the Water wont 
willingly take from us; for we who 
ſtay at home are poor, and not worth 
the ſeeking after; but as it may be 
impoſſible to make any tolerable po- 
litical Computation, either of our 
Strength to repel Injuries, or to af- 
ſiſt our Friends; and as no certain 
Eſtimate can be made either of our 
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Expence or Superlucration, without 
firſt arriving at ſome tolerable Know- 


ledge of our N umbers, I ſhall make 
bold to give you the beſt Li ghts! I can 


therein: 
There were returned by the 
Hearth-money Collectors in the Year 
ending Lady-Day 1726, 3 74,286 
Houlcs, paying Quitt-rent over and 
above Certity'd Houles, Colleges, 
Hoſpitals and Barracks, which at an 
Allowance of {x Souls to a Houſe, 
may be equivalent in this Calculati- 
on ro 42,381 Houſes, and that 
makes the Number of Houſes in all 
416,667. to which if we allow a 
Medium of ſix Souls to the Houſe, 
our Inhabitants muſt be about 
2,500,000, antl conſidering the pro- 
lick Conſtitutions of our Country 
Folks, and the early Age at which 
they intermarry, Iam very ſure, Sir, 
190 will agrec with me, chat Six to 
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@ Houſe is not an entraraggat At 
HELD wn 
8 confels, Sir, 1 am indebted to 
Books as well as to Convexſation, for 
2 great Part of my Knowledge in 
Age, neither do I think 
roach to me, to own, that I have 
= ſome Years turned my Thoughts 
that way, in ↄrder to be of /Seryice 
to my Country; and Lown, alſo, 
that my chief Deſign in che little 


Papers, which you Haye animadver- 


ted upon, was to lead the landed 
e of my Country into an 
Enquiry after that ſort. of Know- 
ledge : But I hope in all I have. ſaid 
on he Subject, I have not in any 
meaſure derogated from the Honour 
and Regard which I know is due 

to Merchants; I have indeed ſaid 
that it would be well for the hy 
Men if they could judge for them- 
ſelves, without giving up to the Di- 
rections of particular. 
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Intereſt might probably be a Biaſs 
upon their Judgments, but far from 
injuring the Science or Vocation of 
a Merchant in general. Would not 
my Exhortation to an Enquiry into 
the Knowledge of Trade, if it were 
followed, ſoon let the Tanded Men 
underſtand how great a Part of their 
Wealth and fwelling Rent- rolls is 
due to them? would it not ſoon 
convince them, that a greater Share 
of Honour and Acknowledgment is 
due to Merchants, than to many 
who boaſting a long Succeſſion of 
titled Anceſtors, are themfelves a 
Load upon the Land, which they 
poſleſs, and a dead Drain upon that 
Wealth, whichche others labour to 
ſupply and encreaſe, | 

Upon the whole Matter, Sir, 
whether you be a Merchant ora lan- 
ded Gentleman, I can't but ſay,your 
Obſervations have given me a ſenſi- 


ble Pleaſure, and I am nor aſhamed 
to 


(zr) 


to own: the Satisfaction I have, to 


think that notwithſtanding all the 
Oftence you took to a Speculative or 
Book Knowledge, you.did not how- 
ever, make one Objection againſt 
any of the Axioms or Rules, which. 
I have ſet down in my Eſlay, for the 
Government of Trade, or the ſta- 
ting our Accounts ; neither againſt 
any other Part of my little Tracts, 
but thoſe which I have hereby en- 
deavoured to explain to you: But 
however pleaſed: I may be at this 
your Silence, I give you my Word, 
Sir, I ſhall be much more ſo, when- 
ever you convince me of any Error 
or Miſtake, that I have committed; 
for 1 am a ſincere Lover of Truth, 
and of my Country, and always, Sir, 


Tour moſt obedient Servant. 
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